
 Understandings:  
Anchor Standards 

Goals:  
Grade-level Focus Standard(s) 

Sub Standards: Essential Question: 
NOT A THEME 

Students will Know: Student will be able to do: Performance Task: 

Unit 1 
 

1. Read closely to determine 
what the text says explicitly and 
to make logical inferences from 
it; cite specific textual evidence 

when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from 
the text. 

 
7. Integrate and evaluate 
content presented in diverse 
media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as  
well as in words.* 

RL.1.1—Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text. 
RI.1.1—Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text. 

W.1.7—Participate in shared research 
and writing projects (e.g., explore a 
number of "how-to" books on a given 

topic and use them to write a 
sequence of instructions). 
 

RL.1.10—With prompting and support, read 
prose and poetry of appropriate complexity 
for grade 1.  
RI.1.7—Use the il lustrations and details in a 

text to describe its key ideas. 
RI.1.10—With prompting and support, read 
informational texts appropriately complex 

for grade 1 
W.1.8—With guidance and support from 
adults, recall  information from experiences 
or gather information from provided 

sources to answer a question. 
SL.1.1--1. Participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse partners about 

grade 1 topics and texts with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups. 
L.1.1j. Produce and expand complete simple 
and compound declarative, interrogative, 

imperative, and   exclamatory sentences in 
response to prompts. 

Why is it important to ask 
and answer questions 
while you are reading? 
 

-what a question a question is  
-that meaning is made by using 
pictures, i l lustrations and details 
-that info can be gained by reading 

-that we can gather info from each 
other. 
 

Use pictures, i l lustrations and 
details in a text to discern and 
describe key ideas. 
Gather information on a given 

topic. 
Listen to one another in 
conversations and speak one at a 

time. 
Ask questions while reading. 
 

After l istening to Gail Gibbons’ Fire, 
Fire! students ask and answer 
questions about how firefighters 
respond to fire and answer using 

key details from the text. 
 
 

Unit 2 
 

2. Determine central ideas or 
themes of a text and analyze 
their development; summarize 

the key supporting details and 
ideas. 
 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, 
including how specific 
sentences, paragraphs, and 
larger portions of the text (e.g., 

a section, chapter, scene, or 
stanza) relate to each other and 
the whole. 

RL.1.2—Retell stories, including key 
details, and demonstrate 
understanding of their central 

message or lesson. 
RI1.2—Identify the main topic and 
retell  key details of a text. 

RL.1.5—Explain major differences 
between books that tell  stories and 
books that give information, drawing 
on a wide reading of a range of text 

types.RI.1.2 
W.1.2—Write 
informative/explanatory texts in 
which they name a topic, supply some 

facts about the topic, and provide 
some sense of closure. 

L.1.5—With guidance and support from 
adults, demonstrate understanding of word 
relationships and nuances in word 

meanings. 
L.1.5b—Define words by category and by 
one or more key attributes (e.g., a duck is a 

bird that swims; a tiger is a large cat with 
stripes). 
SL.1.2—Ask and answer questions about key 
details in a text read aloud or information 

presented orally or through other media. 
 

What effect does (central 
message and) key details 
have on a text? 

-how to group into categories  
-how to determine topic, fact vs 
fiction, closure 

-key details, revise (with guidance) 
-how to retell  
-elements of a story 

-informative/explanatory 
-temporal words  
-how to identify context clues  
-words have more than one 

meaning types of nouns  
 

-Describe how a text can group 
information into general 
categories. 

-Write an informative/explanatory 
text on a given topic supplying facts 
and providing a sense of closure. 

-Add details to informative writing 
with guidance and support  
-Retell  a story using key elements 
and answering questions about key 

details 
-Use context clues to determine 
word meanings 
-Use common, proper, and 

possessive nouns 

Your task is to create a fl ip book 
retell ing the Three Billy Goats 
Gruff.  Your goal is to use 

appropriate, sequenced details 
from the story.   

Unit 3 
 

2. Determine central ideas or 
themes of a text and analyze 
their development; summarize 

the key supporting details and 
ideas. 
 

3. Analyze how and why 
individuals, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 

 
6. Assess how point of view or 
purpose shapes the content and 

style of a text. 

RL.1.2—Retell stories, including key 
details, and demonstrate 
understanding of their central 

message or lesson. 
RL.1.3—Describe characters, settings, 
and major events in a story, using key 

details. 
RI.1.6--Distinguish between 
information provided by pictures or 
other i l lustrations and information 

provided by the words in a text. 
W.1.3--Write narratives in which they 
recount two or more appropriately 

sequenced events, include some 
details regarding what happened, use 
temporal words to signal event order, 
and provide some sense of closure. 

 
 

RL.1.10—With prompting and support, read 
prose and poetry of appropriate complexity 
for grade 1. 

RI.1.10—With prompting and support, read 
informational texts appropriately complex 
for grade 1. 

L1.2—Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 

L1.2b—Use end punctuation for sentences. 
RF1.4—Read with sufficient accuracy and 
fluency to support comprehension. 

RF1.4b—Read on-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression 
on successive readings. 

How can stories teach us 
l ife lessons? 

-Story elements 
-Sequencing 
-Retelling 

-Main ideas are supported by key 
details 
-Know that various resources can 

be used to identify information 
sources of their information 
(picture, chart, map, etc.) 
-How to write a narrative 

 

-Describe characters, setting, and 
key events in a story. 
-Use various resources to identify 

where their information originated  
-Write narratives including two 
sequenced events and a sense of 

closure 
-Gain information from text 
 

After l istening to Paul Galdone’s 
Little Red Hen, students describe 
the characters, setting, and 

sequence the major events. 



 Understandings:  
Anchor Standards 

Goals:  
Grade-level Focus Standard(s) 

Sub Standards: Essential Question: 
NOT A THEME 

Students will Know: Student will be able to do: Performance Task: 

Unit 4 
 

4 Interpret words and phrases 
as they are used in a text, 
including determining technical, 
connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how 
specific word choices shape 
meaning or tone. 

 
8. Delineate and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in 
a text, including the validity of 

the reasoning as well as the 
relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

RL.1.4—Identify words and phrases in 
stories or poems that suggest feelings 
or appeal to the senses. 
RI.1.8—Identify the reasons an author 

gives to support points in a text. 
W.1.5—With guidance and support 
from adults, focus on a topic, respond 

to questions and suggestions from 
peers, and add details to strengthen 
writing as needed. 

RI.1.10—With prompting and support, read 
informational texts appropriately complex 
for grade 1. 
L.1.5d—Distinguish shades of meaning 

among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, 
peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and 
adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., large, 

gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by 
acting out the meanings. 
SL.1.4—Describe people, places, things, and 
events with relevant details, expressing 

ideas and feelings clearly. 
 

What effect does the 
author’s word choice have 
on the meaning of the text 
 

 

-the difference between words and 
phrases 
-vocabulary—shape, tone, 
meaning, “shades of meaning” 

-how to use adjectives 
 

-identify words and phrases in 
stories or poems that suggest 
feelings and appeal to the senses  
-identify cause and effect 

relationships in informational text 
-add details as needed to 
strengthen writing through revision 

-distinguish shades of meaning 
among  verbs by defining, 
choosing, or acting out the 
meaning 

-using commas, to separate the 
words, dictate sentences with a 
series of nouns 

-write a narrative text with a focus 
on feelings 
-revise writing using temporal 
words, feeling words, and vivid 

verbs 
-distinguish between the root and 
affixes of verbs (walk, walks, 
walked, walking) 

Since we have been learning that 
authors choose words to express 
their ideas, your goal will  be to 
identify words and phrases that 

suggest feelings and appeal to the 
senses in the book The Paper Crane 
by Mollie Bang (or text of choice) 

  
*In lessons, prior to the task, 
students should be taught the 
difference between feelings, 

emotions and senses.  
 

Unit 5 3. Analyze how and why 

individuals, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 

 
9. Analyze how two or more 
texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 
 

RI.1.3—Describe the connection 

between two individuals, events, 
ideas, or pieces of information in a 
text. 

RI.1.9—Identify basic similarities in 
and differences between two texts on 
the same topic (e.g., in i l lustrations, 
descriptions, or procedures). 

W.1.1—Write opinion pieces in which 
they introduce the topic or name the 
book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply a reason for the 

opinion, and provide some sense of 
closure. 

RL.1.10—With prompting and support, read 

prose and poetry of appropriate complexity 
for grade 1. 
RI.1.10—With prompting and support, read 

informational texts appropriately complex 
for grade 1. 
RF.1.4c—Use context to confirm or self-
correct word recognition and 

understanding, rereading as necessary. 
SL.1.3—Ask and answer questions about 
what a speaker says in order to gather 
additional information or clarify something 

that is not understood. 

How does reading 

informational text help us 
make connections in order 
to grow as learners? 

 

-Know what an opinion is  

Difference between fiction and 
non-fiction 
-How to write an opinion 

-How to make connections 
between texts 

-read pieces of nonfiction text with 

support 
-write an opinion about a piece 
based on facts from an 

informational text supported with 
details and a sense of closure 
-ask appropriate questions and 
contribute to group discussion 

Create a Venn Diagram by 

comparing two informational texts. 

Unit 6 9. Analyze how two or more 
texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build 

knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 
 

10. Read and comprehend 
complex l iterary and 
informational texts 
independently and proficiently. 

RL.1.9—Compare and contrast the 
adventures and experiences of 
characters in stories. 

RL.1.10—With prompting and 
support, read prose and poetry of 
appropriate complexity for grade 1. 

RI.1.9—Identify basic similarities in 
and differences between two texts on 
the same topic (e.g., in i l lustrations, 
descriptions, or procedures). 

RI.1.10—With prompting and support, 
read informational texts appropriately 
complex for grade 1. 

W.1.1—Write opinion pieces in which 
they introduce the topic or name the 
book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply a reason for the 

opinion, and provide some sense of 
closure. 

W.1.6—With guidance and support from 
adults, use a variety of digital tools to 
produce and publish writing, including in 

collaboration with peers. 
L.1.5—With guidance and support from 
adults, demonstrate understanding of word 

relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
L.1.5d—Distinguish shades of meaning 
among verbs differing in manner (e.g., look, 

peek, glance, stare, glare, scowl) and 
adjectives differing in intensity (e.g., large, 
gigantic) by defining or choosing them or by 

acting out the meanings. 
SL.1.5—Add drawings or other visual 
displays to descriptions when appropriate to 
clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings  

 

What is the importance of 
reading different texts on 
similar topics? 

 

-compare/contrast 
-meaning of multiple versions  
-similarities/differences  

-what an opinion is  
-non-fiction 
-sense of purpose 

-digital tools  
-how word choice strengthens 
writing 
 

-Compare and contrast multiple 
versions of a story (e.g., Cinderella) 
by different authors  

-Identify the similarities and 
differences between two texts on 
the same topic. 

-Write opinions about a favorite 
version of a story. 
-Read nonfiction texts 
independently with a sense of 

purpose. 
-Il lustrate an adaptation of a scene 
from a story, using digital tools to 

publish 
-Use vivid words to describe an 
object 
 

Since we have been reading 
different version of the same story 
with l iterary and informative, your 

goal is to choose a nonfiction story 
about a culture and a fairy tale 
from the same culture. 

 

 


